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INTERVIEW WITH OFC. AARON HERNANDE%
Q=Det. Karla Beler )

Q1=Det. Adrian Tillett A @
A=0fc¢. Aaron Hernandez ?\0 O‘z\
Al= Samah Shouka \Q 0 Q~
A2=James Campos b Q Q

A3=Saku Ethir
XS
¥

<
g (o
Uh, Detective Karla Beler. % Ma lice @t)n in the
conference room. I’'m here \é'r
Q ({"

Uh, Saku Ethlr pre i fflce andez.
Samah S@ Deput

l@q Attomey Investigator.

e z, R@S e Police Department.

Uh, Detective Adrl

pos

What S r 1D

17?19

aé)\q:ld what is your current assignment?

ber‘7

Ij@current assignment is the West County PACT Team, Probation and

Okay. And how long have you been a police officer?
Uh, I've been a police officer for 3-1/2 years.
Okay. And were you working on the 202

Yes.
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And what were you doing that day?

Uh, I was fulfilling my duties as, um, an assigned member of the West Valley
— or West County PACT Team.

And how did you get involved in this call?

Um, I was monitoring from my radio from the Magn h llce St x-d
ult

heard the, uh, radio traffic reference the, uh, Heme \2\\

;H of gmble

e h;b@s um,

icle? Q‘
Q')
Q(\/

Okay. And what did you hear?

Um, I heard a dispatcher notify us that kL&et was 1
shooting suspect who is actively sho
evading in his vehicle. é\,

And did you hear, um, a desr%ﬁon of

Uh, yes. It was a sﬂle&rysler ?’
Okay. And we mu @nat dq&\

Oka@.nd wh un@(n ke'?

s bl BDU tactical pants. Um, a black T-shirt. And a
lac ng v ith pollce insignias on the back and the front. And a
police badge on@om left, uh, lapel.

Yesq)\q/

%9 a marked unit?

It is not.
Okay. Does it have takedown lights?
Yes.

Okay. And — so you’re monitoring the traffic and then how do you get
involved?
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Uh, we heard the pursuit travel northbound 215, approaching the Van Buren
Exit. Um, at that point, the vehicle exited onto Van Buren, um, heading
towards our city. Um, I was with my supervision and my partner Officer
(Reimer). Um, at that point, uh — excuse me. There you go. Uh, at that point,
um, we heard it going into the city and we decided to, um, get into our police

vehicle and start to head towards the area. O(\ \'

O

And what area did you go to? fé‘)-\'

Uh, I headed w- east on Magnolia and then, um@ honV nh g
B

towards — or I’'m sorry. East — yeah. East or\ ure& 4
2 <2
%,

like, the area of Van Buren and, uh, Cleve

\é@
Okay. And are you driving or are y%@
X

I'm driving. Qg)% \' Q—
Okay. And did you ha\;{ ¢ome c@ct wi@e suspect’s vehicle?

*

Uh, yes. So, uh r -.--.-. and [ we ving, um — that would be east
on Victoria. U eardypumthe radi fic that the suspect was now
driving west arrison from,Clevelanhd: Um, so I elected to turn, um, onto —

ison. Um, I elected to turn west onto
at the intersection of Victoria and
t mtersection of Victoria and Harrison, um, I
d my \/ th shoulder, exited my police vehicle, uh, and I
Qw chic mg westbound on Harrison at a very high rate of
pee ugh ﬁg tersectlon and continue towards Indiana.

And ’{vkat did you do?

I’'m sorry.
Vlcto

m &ed my police vehicle. Um, turned around. Um, headed

Q

QQQ/

A3;

t the pursuit again.

o easgﬁy on Victoria and then northbound on, um, Van Buren to try to, um,

/\/%kay

Um, so heading towards, like, Magnolia.

And so you’re hearing and observing the high rate of speed. You know that
he shot at officers.

Yes.

What does that all mean to you?
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Uh, it means that that suspect is, um, willing to, um — he’s not going back —
back to wherever he’s going — or you know back to jail. Uh, he’s not going to
comply with things that we’re saying. Um, he’s gonna be potentially violent
to us, um — the public safety. Um, he’s driving erratically. He has no regard
for anybody else driving on the road whether it be an officer
Um, he’s actively shooting out of a moving vehicle, um,
target. So he could hit officers or he could hit suspﬁ

walking down the side of the road. So at that point
risks as far as pursuits and, um, interaction goes;\()

And then you said you were -you were try)@\ interc i"-_ )
you have a plan if you did intercept hlra\' e

Uh, yes. I was, uh —if I had the ti
gonna throw out spike strips. \ate
based on his erratic driving, eVent e :l"crash um, my — my
goal was to be in that area t6 intergept the.st k%nether it be in the car or
on foot. Um, be a -_g_ he arrestiteant. s person into custody. Um,

or the pursuit fm ferm

Okay. A@%me Ec& end t um, the Streeter and Arlington area?

‘K - l — 1 hear, um, Air One’s radio traffic because they were

o N llin rsuit from the air that the suspect was driving westbound

\a ton eastbound lanes of travel. Um, I was driving northbound
1f0

ssmg Jefferson. Um, I noticed Officer (O’Farrell)’s Crown
Vlc front of me. Um, I followed him continuing north towards that
ctlon Um, as we got to the right turn pocket from northbound
fornia to eastbound Arlington, I saw Officer (O’Farrell)’s vehicle park in

%at turn pocket. At that time, um, I looked up and I saw the suspect vehicle

dnvmg westbound in eastbound lanes of travel at a high rate of speed, uh,
directly towards mine and Officer (O’Farrell)’s vehicles. Um, as he was
driving towards us, I saw the vehicle attempt to brake, um, but still traveling
at a high rate of speed directly at Officer (O’Farrell)’s car. Um, at that point I
heard and saw one round — a s- a gunshot come from Officer (O’Farrell)’s
vehicle. Uh, I saw some smoke come from the windshield and heard the shot.
Um, at that point, I heard — I saw the vehicle veer to the right and continue
westbound in eastbound lanes of travel. Um, that vehicle then came to a, um,
came to an e- a stop. And a large group of cars that were trying to pass
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through the intersection, um, they were just — they were just east of the
intersection, um, but still eastbound Arlington. Um, at that point I saw Officer
(O’Farrell) exit his vehicle. Um, and then take a second shot, um, on that car.
Um, at that time, I had exited my vehicle. I had drawn my duty weapon out of
the holster. Um, I was running towards Officer (O’Farrell) to meet up with
him to create a small hasty team to advance on this, um, sus in case of @
anything else further happened. Um, Officer (O’Farrell)% took i %
of advantage, um, in between, uh, an uninvolved car € suspeg
um, just behind the, uh, rear passenger door of that & :

)
P

le. Unf, as,Wwe were ™\
setting up on the vehicle, um, I saw Officer (0’]@ have his guf _15&
i

his rifle up and towards the target. I had my pi§tel up ar
target. Um, at that point I saw the suspect Q&u le s- um
_%trlban and
o e out. Uh,
§@ re girls in the car

not parked, but it — it was stopped westbound facing west.
eastbound lanes of traffic kind of wedged
iting their vehicles
%aw the suspect open his

that we were barricaded up _‘
trying to get out of the wx" Um, ¢
driver side door. Thedri i ;
and left out of the vehiele. Ums I saw him loek back at us. He looked at us

for a second an 1 he it .. edto his right and put his hands

er (O’Farrell)’s rifle, um, fire another
card'it. Uh, felt the percussion and I actually felt the
gl head as it — as it ejected from the rifle. Um, at
W , uh — I saw the bullet pretty much make contact
ect’s lqﬁ;} e of his head. Um, I saw blood spatter, uh, come
@he head up and out towards the left side of the vehicle.

AL tha pont?he uspect immediately slumped over, um, and I didn’t see any
m

ment from him. Um, during that time, I was giving

Um, quote, “Show me your fuckin’ hands.” Um, I said that
-ral tithes, uh, as well as [ heard Officer (O’Farrell) and (Reimer) say the
ing. Um, at that point, um, suspect — we had deemed the suspect

en. I put out radio traffic that we had shots fired. Officers were code 4.
m, Sergeant (Elliott) had arrived on scene and we started making, um —um,
an attempt to push our — our arrest team backwards into a position of cover
and advantage. And at that point, they moved Officer (O’Farrell) and | off of
the arrest team and, uh, Metro showed up and assumed the investigation at
that point.

Okay. So you u- when you said position of advantage, were you using that
car for — for what purpose?

Uh, cover and concealment.
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Okay. And did you see civilians around? I think there — were they are —
around that — in that area?

There were civilians in the area. Yes.

And what was their demeanor?

Uh, frightened. I heard two girls crying. Um, this, @there

subject, a single occupant in the black SUV that arked \éh

of the suspect vehicle. That guy was, uh, cr i llm ‘Q’y q%

he was getting out of his car trying to craw gh the om iver to

the passenger side. And then he was try\@ 0s ek ehm@le vehicle.
eir v es and

Um, people in all the other cars I no
trying to run to the Sears parking st northiet, um, t OIS incident.

7
Okay. And then you said yo the %Q‘Ean you describe him?
’S}t skmne

@ Um, I noticed he had

Yeah. He looked, .mr/

facial hair, uh, mu head {Ih possibly wearing a grey shirt.
Um, Idldn t— at’s i

Okay. AKt you sﬂﬁ saw@ of his hands?

0

@’tum at was your thinking at that point?

t pcn q;mally I thought, uh, maybe this guy was — was done with

@2 t gonna give up. Um, he looked at us. He gave us a very
A t lo ost as if he had no regard for — almost as if he was trying’ to
us

Q

«
A:?

was kind of a, uh, smirky look if you will. Um, and he
ly turned back into the vehicle. So, um, at that pomt I thought that
d possibly give up, but as soon as he gave that look in accordance to
ody language, which was immediately, swiftly turning back into the car, I
new that — I felt that, um, he was either A trying’ to bait us in or B checking
to see where our position was so that he could return fire.

Okay. And did you see a gun?
[ did not see a gun.

Okay. And — go ahead with yours.

O(\ \ \,\6(/0
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269  Ql: Um, do you know — I think you already named some names. Do you know all
270 the officers that were with you at that point? When you guys were dealing
271 with the car. Everybody that was there at the Camry.
272
273 A I believe I do f-
274 Q Q
275 ‘Ql Just whatever you remember. \30 \' &Q/
276 ) 6 Q)\
277 A: To the best of my recollection. A @ \z\\
278 9\0
219 Ql: Don’t — yeah.
Q £
281 A: Um, Officer (Reimer) — Officer (B ed
282 O’Farrell). Um, and at one point s 1110
283
284  Ql: Okay. And then you were cl@nm night, co ct"
285 0
286 A: Yes ?“
287 .
288 Ql: Uh, you did not fi (’:"

mgh%
89
90 A I did not ﬁ@@o b.

291

22 Q &
293 0
294 Al &/ uestio

295 r@

Q}

296 A2: v Nope. ('b
297 9 ¢
298 Q: Q" it. T;@h‘}
299

300 o\ﬂund q(

301

io pgcording submitted and it is an accurate

302
303 seript h reviewed
304 tran tion.

305  Signed




