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Related Report(s):

Riverside County Sheriff-Coroner
Case # 2016-14127

Additional Personnel:
Riverside County Deputy Coroner Gonzalez ID# N4294 R
Riverside County Deputy Coroner Townsend ID#N329 -

Narrative: L - :

On December 29™, 2016 at approximately 8:13 pm Detectlve Dave Smlth called me. Detective
Smith requested I assist him with this incident that occurred at Washmgton Park. I was off duty
at the time and responded from home. I arrived at Washlngton Park at approximately 9:04 pm.
When I arrived at Washington Park I checked in W1th Officer J ess1ca Avila who was maintaining
a crime scene log.

When [ arrived at Washington' Park there“Was yellow tape‘across both entry/exit driveways.
Officer Jessica Avila was standing by at the South driveway and Officer Burton Brandt was
standing by at the North.. The ofﬁcers were posted at oppos1te ends of the park to prevent people
from entering the scene, b W

When I arrived at the park Lt. Larry Gonzalez Lt Mark Rossi, Sgt. Adam Levesque, Sgt. Bryan
Crawford, and; Detective Dave Smith were, there. Detective Smith and I received a briefing from
Lt. M. Rossi; the on-duty watch commander. During the briefing, I learned a security guard
from Stater Bros called. pohce due'to a male actlng strangely in the parking lot. A customer
observed the male ta.lkmg to himself while swinging “Nunchuks” around. The customer notified
the securlty guard who in turn called police.

. 1 learned RPD officers dirived in response to the security guard’s call for service. They located
the subJe' .inside Washington Park and detained him. As they were checking the subject for
warrants he became. unresponsive and medical aid was summoned. The officers initiated life

_saving measures ‘until medical aid arrived and took over. The subject was transported to
< Riverside Community Hospital by ambulance where he was pronounced deceased at
_.approximately 7:53 pm.

Durmg the briefing I learned the deceased subject’s name. He was identified as Dominic
William Smith, DOB: 04-03-1979. Dominic Smith’s last known address was _
- Riverside, Cahfornla 92506.

While at the scene I was given Dominic Smith’s wallet. An officer retained the wallet at the
scene therefore the wallet did not accompany Dominic Smith to the hospital. I later gave the
wallet to Deputy Coroner Gonzalez who arrived at the scene to continue her investigation.
Deputy Coroner Gonzalez issued me a property receipt for the wallet (See Attached).
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During the briefing I learned the names of the involved officers. The officers were identified as
Sgt. Ed Collins, Sgt. Chad Milby, K-9 Officer Kevin Feimer, K-9 Officer Shadee Hunt, and
Motor Officer Vicente De La Torre. The K-9 officers were riding together that evening because
Officer Hunt was new to the K-9 unit. ; s,

The involved officers were at Magnolia Station when I a.rrlved The1r vehlcles were: left at the
park for investigators to view. Sgt. Ed Collins’ vehicle:was a Ford Crown Vlctona (Unit #
3131). The driver’s spotlight was on when I arrived. , N

Sgt. Milby’s vehicle was a Ford Explorer (Unit # 3403) Both spothghts were on when I arrived
however Lt. Rossi informed me he turned them on to 1llum1nate the scene.

The K9 officer’s vehicle was a Ford Explorer (Umt # 3517) Both spothghts were on when I
arrived. : e

Officer De La Torre’s motor unit was a Hondé:: Ofﬁcer De. La Torre said the motor was assigned
an asset number which he beheved to be #A283 Ofﬁcer De La Torre’s motorcycle was not
equipped with a spothght . A !

The police vehicles.I mentloned were all marked umts (Black and White with Clty Logo). They
were all equipped with emergency lighting equipment and a siren. Sgt. Milby’s vehicle was the
only one that lacked exterior mounted eémergency lighting equipment. His vehicle’s lighting
equlpment was mounted 1n51de the Vehlcle :

Lt. R0531 led Detectlve Smith and I on a walk-though of the scene. Lt. Rossi provided context
for-two items that were on the ground. The items were in the grass in the general area Dominic

,»Smlth was when he was contacted by law enforcement. The items included a fixed blade knife
~.and an orange-colored plastic case. The orange case was open allowing me to see inside. The

case contamed an Ambu CPR mask.

, The ﬁxed blade kmfe had the word, “Buck” stamped on the blade. The handle was black and the
~ blade appeared-to be stainless steel. The blade length appeared to be approximately six inches
" _long. A yellow plastic evidence marker (#1) was placed next to the knife. I later determined the

ev1dence marker belonged to Sgt. Ed Collins.

,,,Accordmg to Lt. Rossi, the knife had been inside a sheath Dominic Smith wore on his person
< however one of the officers removed the knife upon contacting Dominic Smith. Lt. Rossi said
 'the Ambu CPR case was left there by one of the officers during life-saving efforts. I looked at

the case and saw “Tonetti” marked on it. I later confirmed the case belonged to Officer Chris
Tonetti.

Detective Smith and I searched for the nunchakus described by the witness however we did not
locate them. During the search, Detective Smith located a gold metal necklace in the N/W
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portion of the park in a planter area. The necklace was near the North wall separating
Washington Park from Stater Bros market.

Detective Smith left the park for Magnolia Station at which point I stood by until Forensm
Evidence Technician Sue Lane arrived. When Sue Lane arrived she photographed the scene. I
instructed Lane to photograph some torn shrubbery Detective Smith located in the Stater Bros
parking lot. The shrubbery was in an area the security guard observed Dominic Sm1th before
police arrived. I also asked Lane to photograph a small tree that appeared knogked over inside
Washington Park. The tree was located in an area Dominic Smlth traversed through the park and
torn shrubbery was nearby on the concrete pathway o

I watched as Lane photographed the knife;. necklace and Ambu CPR ¢ase. Lane collected the
items for evidence and I took custody of the Ambu case which I returned to Officer Chris Tonetti
at Magnolia Station. r : £ e

Coroner Notification to Family / Locating Nunchakus: .+

Deputy Coroner Gonzalez made the death notification toAugust Smith who is Dominic Smith’s

father. When Deputy Coroner Gonzalez made the.notification she received confirmation from

August Smith that Dominic left the house with nunchakus. Upon learning that, 1 called Officer

Burton Brandt who was still at the park. I asked him to continue searching for the nunchackus.
1 Officer Burton Brandt called back. shortly thereafter stating Officer Avila found the nunchakus
lyingina planter in the Stater Bros parkmg lot.

Upon hearlng the nunchakus were Iocated I drove to Stater Bros and observed them. They were
located in a planter that was in close proximity to torn shrubbery Detective Dave Smith observed
in-the Stater Bros parking lot.' Forensic Evidence Technician Sue Lane photographed and
collected the niunchakus. I'briefly held the evidence bag the nunchakus were placed in and they
| . had considerable weight to them.

o-Recorded Interview with August Smith:

~ On 12-30-16 at ‘approximately 12:18 am I conducted an audio-recorded interview with August
Smith who is Dominic Smith’s father. The interview took place at August’s home on-
I A vgust was the only person there at the time of the interview.

The ~“following summary is an aid to the investigator. It is not a complete factual summary of
August Smith’s statement. To hear August Smith’s complete statement, please refer to audio-
_recording.

“Addict” to describe Dominic’s problem with drugs. I asked what kind of drugs Dominic used

According to August Smith, his son (Dominic Smith) had a drug problem. August used the term,
’ and August didn’t seem too sure although he mentioned cocaine. August said Dominic has been

an addict for a long time and he went to jail for it.
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August said Dominic was acting “irrational” before leaving the house earlier in the evening.
(Thursday night). He was talking irrational, sweating a lot, and swinging nunchucks around the
house. August used the term, “Racing” and “Non Stop” to describe how Dominic was acting
before he left. August said Dominic acted that way once before however this time was different.
Accordmg to August, he never saw Dominic act the way he d1d -August used the term “Strung
up” to describe Dominic before he left the house. , i &5

August said Dominic left the house sometime between: 6 30 pm and’ 7: OO pm. When Dominic
left the house he was wearing Levis and possibly a shirt. Dominie left the house walking. When
August realized Dominic was gone he walked around the rrelghborhood 1ook1ng for Dominic.
August could not find Dominic so he got into.his truck to look him. August located Dominic’s
hat in the street however he was unable to ﬁn'df Domini’cso he';returned home

I asked August if he was afraid of Dom1mc based. on his behav1or and August said no. At some
point in the interview I showed August a photograph of the nunchakus found at Washington
Park. August confirmed they were the ones Dominic had at the house. I asked August if he ever
saw the nunchakus before tonight’s incident a,nd he said'no. August guessed Dominic made the
nunchakus at home. August descrlbed them as two pleces of copper.

In speaking with August he said: Domlmc prev10usly lived with his mother in Corona however
she obtained a restraining order agamst h1m T asked why and August surmised it was because
she was afrald of Dominic... '

I asked. 1f Domlnlc adm1tted using drugs before leaving the house. August said no, however,
August said he knew Dominic used them (Drugs) yesterday. August explained why he believed
that, ~-August said Dominic left the house stating he was getting something to eat. He left in the
¢ar and was. ‘gone for 4 hours. Also, on Christmas day, Dominic said he was going to his
“.mother’s house however he never did. According to August, Dominic went somewhere to get
drugs e '

, Towards the end of the interview, August said he thought Dominic was going to die that evening.
9 | asked August why he thought that and he said he thought that because of the nonsense Dominic-

[:ytalked atthe house. I asked August if he had any idea how Dominic was going to die. To that

questio""n,, August replied, “Just die.” I asked August if he thought Dominic was going to die
because he was high on drugs. I used the term “Overdose” and August answered, “Yeah.”

‘Before leaving the house I provided my business card with my phone number on it. I explained

" Detective Dave Smith was the case agent but he (August) could call me if he had any questions.

This concludes my supplemental report.
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