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Man screaming In road

Idies after arrest
Ahl n sta ding ill a roadway

screaming at motorists became

combative and assaulted a iv

erside police officer and sub

sequenUydied at a hospital
after police had taken him into

custody Friday night Riverside

police said in a news reI lase
The 35 year old man died in

the emergency room at Park

view Community Hospital Med

ical Center in Riverside the

Riverside County coroner s of

fice said in a news release
The man s name was not

released pending notification of

next of kin

The man had been standing
in the 78000 blockbf Cypress
Avenue creating a traffic haz
I
ard for motorists about 9 45 p m

He died at 10 37 p rn the coro

her s office said

Gail Wesson 102 OS
wesson@PE com I
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MAN IN CUSTODY The
Riverside police review board
is told he was out in traffic
before they restrained him

BY SONJA BJELLAND
THE PRESS ENTERPRISE

A man who died in police
custody last week had been
beaten with batons and
shocked

Riverside police Capt Mark

Boyer addressed the Communi
ty Police Review Commission on

Wednesday night providing the
first public details of the in
cident

The commission cannot in

vestigate the death until law

eilforcement investigations con

clUde which could take several
months

Marlon Oliver Acevedo 35
wa screaming and standing in

I stopped traffic on Cypress Ave

I
nue in Riverside about 9 45 p m

Friday Boyer said
I Police do not know why Ace

veda was screaming at traffic
An autopsy report will not be

complete for about eight weeks
When police approached

Acevedo raised his fists and
walked toward the officers Offi
cers Koehler and Ratkovitch
struck Acevedo in the knees and

legs with retractable batons

Boyer said The officers first
names were hot provided I

Acevedo punched Koehler in

the right eye and Ratkovitch

shocked Acevedo with a Taser

Boyer said
i

The officers then handcuffed

Acevedo and called for medical

aid the captain stated

l While waiting for paramed

t
iCS Acevedo began kicking and
the officers requested another

officer B QYer said
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Offlc Heiting arrived and
II

i assisted in restraining Acevedo r

with adevice called a hobble 1

that controls the legs
Boyer said Acevedo was on his r I

side after he was restrained

When paramedics arrived

the handcuffs and hobble were i
removed once they realized IIthere was a medical emergency

1 H
he said

Boyer said he would have to 1
assume that Acevedo was col l

lapsed or unconscious and no
IJ
t1

longer resisting j IJAcevedo was taken by ambu
I

lance to Parkview Community
Hospital Medical Center where Ii
he was pronounced dead at 10 37

p m Friday I

Acevedo s family has hired
v

i
1

I attorney Samer Habbas to begin

II
investigating if excessive force

Iv

was ed
II
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Man s family skeptical of police account
DIED IN CUSTODY They
question details about his

detainment The cause of

death is being determined
BY SONJA BJELLAND

THE PRESS ENTERPRlSE

The family of a man who died

in Riverside police custody dis

putes the department s account
of how he was handled during
his detainment and says their

trust in law enforcement is

shattered

A photo of Marlon Oliver
Acevedo 35 with his two chil

clren sits in the living room next
to lit devotional candles and
flowers at his home in River

side He died Halloween night

after a struggle
with police

Now the fam

ily recalls the

man who loved
music air gui
tar and making
his children

laugh Every
month he sent

money to his
three sisters in Nicaragua said
his mother Martha Garay

Elizabeth Lomeli 23 Aceve

db S girlfriend of five years was

back home on Cypress Avenue
with their children 2 and 4

years old after trick or treatirig
She looked outside and s w

police wrestling with Acevedb
See DEATH1C4

L

Marlon
Oliver
Acevedo

MARK ZALESKIITHE PRESS ENTERPRISE

Elizabeth Lomeli center and Martha Garay right talk about
Marlon Oliver Acevedo who died in Riverside police custody after a

struggle with officers on Halloween

strained
Lomeli called local hospitals

and figjlred put that he might be

at Parkview Community Hospi
tal Medical Clinic

She wanted to leave the home

but was told she could not

because she was part of the

investigation
Lomeli said she wasn t aI

lowed to go to the hospital for an

hour and a half and it was

another two hours before any
one at the hospital was allowed

to tell her anything
The preliminary report from

the coroner s office showed

jmultiple abrasiOnsto Acevedo s

head and face said th family s

attorney Samer Habbas

The coroner has not yet de

termined the cause of death

Habbas said the family would
not comment on whether Ace

vedo was intoXiicated or had a

mental mness

They didn t need to do all

that Lomeli said They could

have handled the situation in a

different way

Reach Sonja Bjelland at 951 368 9642 or

sbjelland@PE com
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Riverside police Capt Mark

Boyer told the Community Po

lice Review Commission that

Acevedo was in the street yell
ing at cars when officers ar

rived He raised his fists and

walked toward the officers who

struck him with retractable ba

tons

Lomeli said she and Garay
ran outside One officer had a

knee in the back of Acevedo s

neck and another was putting
on handcuffs

They put on a leg restraint

and then used a stun gun to

shock him Lomeli said

He was moving a iitUe bit

and they Tased him she said

Lomeli said Acevedo was kept
on his stomach until he was

f rolled onto a gurney and put
into an ambulance

Whenhe wasn t moving no

more we knew something had

happeried Lomeli said

L Boyer said Acevedo was kept
hk si@ after he was re
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