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Interview with Officer Espinoza
On 1/8/12, at approximately 12:54 a.m. | interviewed Officer Ramon Espinoza at the Magnolia
Station. The interview was digitally recorded and later downloaded to the department server:

Officer Espinoza was accompanied by his attorney, Peter Horton. Also present during the
interview was Detective Wheeler, Deputy District Attorney Shouka and District Attorney
Investigator Rick Fuentes.

Officer Espinoza was assigned as “Charles 426" during his shift and was partnered with Officer
Putnam.

Officer Espinoza said that he and Officer Putnam were assigned to assist Officer Miranda on a
Domestic Violence call at 10745 Cypress Avenue in Riverside. He said that when they arrived,
he saw Officer Miranda talking to the female victim. He said the female was crying. He said
Officer Miranda pointed to the S-Ledezma in the back of the property.

Officer Espinoza said that as they walked up the long driveway towards S-Ledezma, they saw
him near a Dodge Intrepid with items in his hand. Officer Miranda told S-Ledezma to drop the
items, but he ignored his commands.

Officer Espinoza said that as they got closer to S-Ledezma, he had a knife in his hand and put
the knife to his throat and said he was going to kill himself. He said he pulled out his handgun
and pointed it at S-Ledezma. He said they all yelled at S-Ledezma to drop the knife, but he kept
the knife to_his throat.  He said they got closer to S-Ledezma, who was walking towards the
front of the Intrepid. They continued to tell S-Ledezma to drop the knife, but he said, “Fuck
you”.. S-Ledezma then threw the knife on the hood of the car.

Officer Espinoza said he was to the right of the two other officers. He said S-Ledezma was
irate. He said they were approximately 20 feet away from S-Ledezma. He said S-Ledezma
then grabbed a 2 to 3 foot long metal pipe. He said the pipe looked like a solid metal or iron car
jack pole. He said it was dark grey or black. He said S-Ledezma used an overhand motion and
threw the pipe at them real hard. He said it was thrown with full force. He said it was thrown so
hard, that he had to dodge it so it would not hit him.

Officer Espinoza said that Officer Putnam then deployed his taser at S-Ledezma. He saw one
of the prongs hit him in the torso, but the other one missed. He said he then moved between
both officers.

Officer Espinoza said he saw S-Ledezma pick up another pipe and lift it up over his head. He
described the second pipe as a white or grey 2 to 3 feet long. He said it was similar to the first
pipe. He said S-Ledezma came 1 to 2 steps towards him and the other officers. He said he
feared that S-Ledezma was going to hit or kill them if he threw the pipe at them like the previous
one. He said he believed S-Ledezma was walking towards them to attack them with the pole.
He said he was scared that S-Ledezma was going to hurt him or his partners so he fired his
handgun at S-Ledezma. He said S-Ledezma went to the ground. He said he believes he fired
4 or 5 shots in succession. He said there was no cover between S-Ledezma and him.
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simultaneously. He said S-Ledezma went to the ground. He said he believes he fired 4 or 5
shots in succession. He said there was no cover between S-Ledezma and him.

Officer Espinoza said that he then noticed that family members were behind him yelling and
screaming. He said he continued to cover S-Ledezma until back-up officers arrived. He said S-
Ledezma was handcuffed and the area was secured.

Officer Espinoza said he was then taken to the Magnolia Station.

No further.




