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REPORT OF INVESTIGATION

DATE: March 9, 2014

SUBJECT: Officer Involved Shooting Death of Chaz Isaiah Sherron which occurred
on October 14, 2012 at 2246 Hours

CASE: Riverside Police Department File #712149530, CPRC #12-027
LOCATION: 3750 Myers Street, Apt. #55, Riverside

On March 5, 2014, | was asked by Frank Hauptmann, Manager of the Community
Police Review Commission, to review the circumstances surrounding the officer
involved shooting death of Chaz Sherron by Riverside Police Department Patrol Officers
Mike Gomez, David Lim, Rogelio Serrato and Chamroeun Ouk. | was also asked to
provide my expert opinion in a written report on the manner in which the case was
investigated by the Riverside Police Department. | reviewed several hundred pages of
police reports, photographs, and other documents contained in the presentation by
Riverside police detectives to the Riverside Police Review Commission; | also
researched legal issues and the phenomenon known as “Suicide By Cop”. | had earlier
responded to the location to better understand the reports as well as canvass the
apartment complex for witnesses.

It is my conclusion that Officers Gomez, Lim, Serrato and Ouk acted in lawful self
defense and defense of others at the time each fired his weapon. It is also my
conclusion that this was a classic case of “Suicide By Cop”, as evidenced by the
attached information. All four shooting officers provided a statement to detectives,
which were considered as part of the analysis.
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FACTUAL ANALYSIS

In the evening hours of October 14, 2012, the Riverside Police Department was
dispatched to a location in the city of Riverside regarding Chaz Sherron who was
contemplating suicide. Officer Velazquez responded but found that the subject was
gone prior to her arrival. A couple of hours later, Chaz Sherron again called the
Riverside Police Department from the Myers Street apartment, his residence.

Sherron told the 911 operator that he had a gun and wanted to kill himself. The
operator did an excellent job of trying to calm Sherron, all the while dispatching officers
to the scene.

Several patrol officers arrived at the location as well as, at least, 3 sergeants. Sgt. Cash
immediately took control of the situation and “stacked” officers on both sides of the
partially open door of apartment #55, as well as designating which officers would be the
“contact team”, who would be responsible for the use of less lethal weapons and who
would respond with lethal force, if needed.

Officer Gomez was standing on the right side of the apartment doorway and told any
occupants of the apartment that he was from the Riverside Police Department, was
there to help, and asked everyone to come out. He received no response from several
commands to exit the apartment. Suddenly, he saw Sherron at the doorway, holding a
black semi-automatic handgun, and pointing it at the officers standing on the left side of
the door and continued to point his handgun at officers. Fearing for the officers’ safety
he fired 3 rounds at Sherron’s torso, causing him to fall to the ground.

Officer Lim was standing on the left side of the door and announced his presence at
least 3 times. Sgt. Cash had arrived on the scene and designated Officer Lim as the
“Point” on the left side. As he looked inside the partially opened door, he saw Sherron,
walking towards him, holding a black semi-automatic handgun. He would later describe
Sherron to detectives as having a “thousand yard stare”. Sherron raised the pistol
towards Officer Lim and, fearing for his life, fired at Sherron. Lim said that he was
“scared” and he saw Sherron fall, holding a long knife.
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Officer Serrato arrived with his partner, Officer Ouk and Sgt. Cash designated them to
be the arrest team. As he stood on the left side of the door, Sherron walked out “out of
nowhere”. Sherron had his arm extended as if he were holding a handgun, although he
didn't see one. He heard several gunshots and his ears rang so badly, he thought he
might have been shot in the head. Fearing that he was being shot at by Sherron, he
fired at Sherron and his weapon jammed as he fell backwards. He cleared the weapon
malfunction, got up, and assisted Officer Ouk in handcuffing Sherron.

Officer Ouk arrived with his partner, Officer Serrato, and was “stacked” on the left side
of the door, when he heard a “pop”. He wasn’t sure if it was a gunshot but Officers Lim,
Serrato, and Velasquez began falling back towards him as if they had been shot. He
saw Sherron walk out of the apartment, holding a knife. Fearing for all the officers’
safety, he fired a shot at Sherron and his weapon jammed. He cleared the malfunction,
as Sherron fell to the ground.

Recovered at the scene were a large knife that was found in Sherron’s left hand and a
black Airsoft handgun that was recovered in the grass, directly below Sherron’s second
floor apartment. It should be noted the Airsoft handgun was an exact replica of a Sig-
Sauer pistol and had no orange or red safety markers.

Witnesses Cesar and Teresa Macias live on the ground floor of the apartment complex
and watched through their bedroom window as several uniformed police officers
approached apartment #55. They weren’t surprised by the police presence because
police had been to the same apartment 3 times in the last 3 weeks. They thought the
apartment occupant had “mental problems”. They saw several officers outside
Sherron’s apartment and heard “Riverside Police Department, come out with your
hands up. If you have weapons, throw them down.” They saw Sherron run out of the
front door holding something in his hand. They heard gunshots and saw Sherron fall.

The radio log shows that the first call for service happened at 2246 hours. Just 9
minutes later, Sherron tells the 911 operator that he is bi-polar, is suffering from
depression and just wants to die. At 2301, the operator hears officers in the
background and Sherron hangs up the telephone. At 2305, radio traffic states that
shots have been fired and the suspect is down.
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EXPERT QUALIFICATIONS

| was employed as a peace officer for the Los Angeles Sheriff's Department for 34
years. | worked as a jail deputy, 18 months as a patrol officer, and four years assigned
to the Special Enforcement Bureau (SWAT team). My last 27 years on the department,
| was assigned to the Detective Division, including over 22 years assigned to the
Homicide Bureau. | investigated over 450 homicides and suspicious deaths and over
100 Officer Involved Shootings, including the murders of ten police officers.

In 1994, | assisted in writing the LASD Homicide Bureau Investigative Manual. | was
also selected to be a member of the Joint LASD/LAPD Crime Lab Development
Committee as well as the JET Committee to develop Homicide Bureau job standards
and selection criteria. In 1995, | was selected as California’s Deputy Sheriff of the Year
by the California Organization of Police and Sheriffs (COPS) for the investigation,
arrest, and conviction of a suspect in the murders of two local policemen.

For over 15 years, | have taught “High Profile Murder Investigations”, “Homicide Scene
Management”, and Officer Involved Shooting Investigations” for the Robert Presley
Institute of Criminal Investigation, police academies, advanced training classes,
supervisor training, college classes, Homicide School, and in-service training. | am
currently on staff with the Police Policy Studies Council where | teach and consult
nationally on officer involved shooting, homicide, and suspicious death investigations. |
am currently the investigator for the Riverside Police Review Commission. Although |
retired from LASD in 2002, | was immediately signed to a contract to train newly
assigned homicide detectives. In 2006, | was also assigned to the LASD Cold Case
team where | have reviewed over one thousand unsolved murders and specifically work
the unsolved DNA and latent print cases.
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INVESTIGATION AND REVIEW

The investigation into the Officer Involved Shooting Death of Chaz Isaiah Sherron was
conducted by the Riverside Police Department and the Riverside County District
Attorney’s Office. | reviewed all the reports submitted to the Community Police Review
Commission and researched deadly force legal issues. The District Attorney found
there was no criminal liability.

LEGAL ANALYSIS

California law provides that the use of deadly force in self defense and defense of
another if it reasonably appears to the person claiming the right to use such force that
he actually and reasonably believed that he or another person was in imminent danger
of great bodily injury or death. CALCRIM No. 3470.

The reasonableness of a particular use of force must be judged from the perspective of
a reasonable officer on the scene, rather than with the 20/20 vision of hindsight. This
analysis must also allow for the fact that officers are often forced to make split second
judgments about the amount of force that is necessary in circumstances that are tense,
uncertain, and rapidly evolving. Graham v. Conner (1989) 490 U.S. 386, 396-397.

CONCLUSION

The evidence examined shows that several Riverside Police Officers responded to a
request for help by Chaz Sherron. Upon their arrival at the location, several of the
patrol officers, all in official police uniforms, attempted to coax Sherron from his
residence. Sherron had told the 911 operator that he was bi-polar, suffered from
depression, and wanted to kill himself. Officer Gomez told Sherron that he (Gomez)
was there to help him. It is quite apparent that Chaz Sherron was unwilling, or unable,
to take the violent act to end his own life, and thus he created a deadly situation thereby
relying on the police.
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| have worked on or reviewed over one thousand officer involved shootings and have
studied the dilemma known as “Suicide By Cop”, or police assisted suicide. A 1998
report by the American College of Emergency Physicians examined all officer involved
shootings involving the Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department and found that suicide
by cop incidents accounted for 11% of all deputy involved shootings and 13% of all
deputy involved justifiable homicides. See Attached.

Suicide by cop occurs when people want to die but can’t kill themselves. So they put
themselves in a position where a police officer is forced to shoot them.

In the above mentioned study of shootings involving the Los Angeles Sheriff’s
Department, researchers found that in the 11% of suicide by cop officer involved
shootings, 98% were male; 39% had a history of domestic violence (Sherron had
reportedly beaten his mother just weeks before his death); many individuals had a prior
history of suicide attempts (Sherron reportedly told the 911 operator that he had past
suicide attempts); 17% used a toy or replica gun.

Rebecca Stincelli is a recognized expert in the field of Suicide By Cop. She writes that
to qualify as a Suicide By Cop, the following criteria must be met:

* The suicidal subject must demonstrate the intent to die

* The suicidal subject must have a clear understanding of the finality of the act

* The suicidal subject must confront an officer to the degree that it compels the
officer to act with deadly force

* The suicidal subject actually dies.

See Attached.
Also see attached Journal of Forensic Sciences Article on Suicide By Cop where
researchers found over one third of officer involved shootings in North America are

“Suicide By Cop”.

Rick Parent, a Canadian police-shooting expert and on staff with the Police Policy
Studies Council, wrote an article for Police Magazine in October 2000, titled “When
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Police Shoot”. He writes of several key factors being present in fatal police shootings.
One is titled “mental disorder” and reads “mental disorders, or characteristics consistent
with that of a deranged and irrational person, were displayed by roughly half of the
individuals who were shot and killed by police. These findings are based upon the
actions and behavior of the suspect during his/her encounter with the police. Also
noteworthy is that, in roughly one third of these instances, the deceased had a recorded
history of mental disorder.

The actions of Chaz Sherron reasonably created a fear of death or serious bodily
injuries to all Riverside police officers present at the location, and their response with
deadly force was justified. | also find that the investigation into the Officer Involved
Shooting Death of Chaz Sherron was completed in a fair and impartial manner and met
or exceeded POST standards of practice.

P.O. Box 5025 Phone (951) 733-2062
Norco, CA 92860 E-mail mbumcrot@sbcglobal.net
‘ USA
PI LICENSE 25403



















